
A ROOM OF THEIR OWN
HEATHER BROOME FINDS OUT WHAT BINDS A GROUP OF TALENTED WOMEN ARTISTS

Their work may appear to be an eclectic mix, but Take 13 
are all bound together by one mutual interest – producing 
contemporary art. And despite their different methods and 

materials, they’re all keen to support and champion each other.
The 13-strong group was formed in 2008 out of plans for a 

photographic project on women artists, and an exhibition at the Dudley 
Museum and Art Gallery. The theme was based on Virginia Woolf’s 
notion of A Room Of One’s Own, exploring the need for a workspace 
for creativity, whether it be a studio, garage or spare room.

After the success of the first exhibition, the women decided to 
continue to meet and carry on exhibiting, under the name Take 13.

The idea was that while they would have strength in numbers, there 
would be space for every artist to have a voice and develop her skills. 

Member Christina Philpott explains: “From the outset, the group 

was created without a committee or constitution. It was strictly 
informal with no hierarchy. 

“Each member was to contribute according to her particular skill, 
time available or physical ability. 

“Continuing discussion, respect for each other and tolerance were at 
the heart of the project. In short, it became effectively a collective.”

There’s a huge age range in the group, from 30 to over 80, and they 
all come from diverse backgrounds, but many have links to Dudley, 
Kinver and Kingswinford. All the members have studied art to some 
level, and several are, or have been, art tutors.

Christina adds: “The group of 13 still flourishes, exhibiting regularly 
at least twice a year in the West Midlands. A few new artists have 

THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: A mosaic by Ilona Bryan, entitled 
Cracking Through; Georgia Belfont produced this stunning clay model; Helen 
Owen’s fabric and mixed media piece, Bouncing Back; Still Life With Lemons, 
an acrylic painting by Christina Philpott.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Margaret Pritchard’s Spider Webs, in mixed 
media; Lynne Sawyer painted She Sells Sea Shells in acrylics; A Little Light 
Sewing by Linda Thornton; Marie Roberts’ art print, Tree of Life January.
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joined the founder members and they continue to meet once a 
month in Lye for discussion of practice and for planning, continually 
finding new venues, such as Himley Hall in Dudley, the Artists’ 
Workhouse in Studley and the Courtyard Gallery in Solihull. 

“In the future the group hopes to expand further afield to reach a 
wider viewing public.”

The group is currently staging a Christmas exhibition at Himley 
Hall , which runs until December 20. There is also an exhibition at 
Russells Hall Hospital taking place from December 3 and continuing 
until January 13 next year.

To find out more about the group, and the individual artists, visit 
take13artists.com


